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viewThe Temple

“Words of Comfort, Courage, and Hope” 
An in-depth look at three Psalms – Psalm 23, 51, and 121.

Drawing from the success of last winter’s study, 
Dr. Jon Roebuck and Rabbi Mark Schiftan 

will offer a three-week virtual Bible study on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm 
November 2nd, 9th, and 16th

Zoom Link: 
Go to thetemplehub.org

Dr. Jon Roebuck

The Reverend Charlie Curb 
Center for Faith LeadershipThe Temple

    Congregation Ohabai Sholom
            a congregation of the heart, 
 a community of the spirit

Rabbi Mark Schiftan

Executive Director of 
The Rev. Charlie Curb Center 

for Faith Leadership 

Senior Rabbi 
The Temple, 

Congregation Ohabai Sholom

Scholar in Residence 
Dr. Frank Boehm 

author of 
“Is Your Life Successful? 

Answers and Anecdotes from over 200 Everyday People”
Thursday, November 11th ~ Noon

Lunch with the Rabbi (in-person)
“Temple Members’ Definitions of a Successful Life”

Friday, November 12th ~ 6:00 pm

Shabbat Service (in-person & virtual)
“Tikkum Olam: The Success that Comes from 

Making the World a Better Place”

Sunday, November 14th ~ 9:45 am

Religious School Parents & Friends
(virtual)

“A Successful Life as Described by the Young”
Everyone who attends one of his talks will receive a 

complimentary copy of Dr. Boehm’s book!
 

Check TheTempleHub.org for more information.
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We’re all hoping for brighter days ahead, after trying to maintain 
connections in the fog of the past 20 months.  It’s actually amazing to 
think of all the ways we’ve been able to keep our congregation close to 
one another, and close to each other, despite the long period of sustained 
distance and isolation.

Is there a blessing for Zoom?  Or a prayer for a strong and sustained 
Internet connection?

There should be …
We’ve learned how to conduct services, life-cycle events, classes, 

programs, and activities for an entire congregation, despite the fact 
that it had to be accomplished entirely online, in the virtual sacred spaces 
of our phones and laptops.  And yet, we did it.  We survived … and even thrived.

But can you really create a minyan entirely separate from one another?  Our tradition 
demands a gathering of true community; it requires an authentic assembly of human beings, 
of human souls, with the warmth of human connection and human embrace.

To open the doors to the Temple on Friday nights again was like heaven on earth. To 
welcome over 200 religious school students back to Temple on Sunday mornings was a 
dream come true.

Now, it’s time to test the waters once again:
•	 On Thursday, November 11th, we’ll try an initial return to Lunch with the Rabbi, 

in-person - not online. We’ll serve individual box lunches and sit safely distanced from 
one another.

•	 On	Saturday,	November	13th,	we’ll	gather	together	in	person	for	the	first	time	in	a	
long time, for Chevrah Torah.

•	 In January, we’ll increase our B’nai Mitzvah capacity to 200 for the services, and 
begin boxed lunch sit down Kiddish luncheons following those services, for up to 150 
people in the Social Hall and an additional 50 in other spaces.

Eventually, meaning in the next few months, we’ll be able to improve our internal 
broadcast technology, so as to offer enhanced platform options for participating in services, 
classes, and other programs, both in-person and online.  We are grateful to our Board of 
Trustees for approving the funding for this initiative.

It is truly amazing how our congregation has overcome the obstacles, challenges and 
difficulties	brought	on	by	the	pandemic.	Nevertheless,	we	have	found	our	footing,	and	then	
our way forward.

Now we continue to improve and expand our journey and our reach.
May we always continue to go, and to grow, from strength to strength.

The Temple
5015 Harding Pike

Nashville, TN  37205
Phone: 615-352-7620
Fax: 615-352-9365

www.templenashville.org
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Mark Schiftan
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When will Temple life return to 
normal??  How about right now??

Rabbi Schiftan

SAVE THE DATE
 

Sunday, April 24, 2022
Celebrating Rabbi Schiftan’s Retirement 

after 23 years of dedicated service,
and to secure our Temple’s future
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2022 will be a year of transition and change for our congregation.  Effective July 1, Rabbi 
Schiftan	will	retire	and	we	will	have	a	new	Senior	Rabbi.		I	know	that	change	can	be	difficult	and	
often generates strong emotions.  But if we are not changing, then we run the risk of becoming 
stagnant.  

We are not the same congregation we were when Rabbi Schiftan became our Senior Rabbi.  
Under his leadership, The Temple is stronger in many ways and has a very bright future.

We will have several opportunities to celebrate Rabbi Schiftan’s career and to express our 
appreciation for his and Harriet’s many contributions to The Temple and the Nashville Jewish 
community. 

I	am	confident	we	will	have	a	successful	transition	because	we	have	leadership	and	congregants	
who are dedicated to the success of the Temple.  We have a shared love for our congregation and 
what it stands for – social justice, inclusion, and concern for the welfare of its members.

The most important element of managing change is good communication.  Your leadership is committed to keeping 
you informed.  We welcome input from congregants and take your concerns seriously.  Your continued support is critical 
for a successful transition.

While I will certainly miss having Rabbi Schiftan as my Senior Rabbi, I hope he will be able to retire knowing that he 
has served The Temple well, and that we are extremely appreciative of all he has done.  We have been blessed to have 
him as our Senior Rabbi.

Jimmy Marks

A Message from The Temple’s President
Let’s work together to make the coming transition successful

Dear Fellow Congregants,

 Now that our application for the Senior Rabbi position has been posted, we have received and continue to 
receive	many	applications	from	very	qualified	rabbis	who	wish	to	serve	our	congregation.		The	Search 
Committee has already conducted several initial interviews, and we have also begun second interviews with the 
applicants who we believe are the best candidates to be the next Senior Rabbi.  At this point, in compliance with 
the search process guidelines of the Rabbinic Council (CCAR), the identity of ALL candidates who have applied is 
strictly	confidential.
 Even before we invite any candidate for an initial interview, the Search Committee diligently and fairly vets each 
applicant thoroughly.  For example, we thoroughly review each applicant’s resume and personal statement, look at 
the candidate’s personal website, watch multiple services led by the rabbi, and determine what other information is 
available online, such as sermons, published articles, postings, etc.
 Prior to each second interview, the Search Committee conducts reference checks for the candidate.  We have 
been impressed by the level of knowledge of the candidates about our Temple based on research conducted by the 
applicants even before our initial interview.  This speaks highly to the sincerity of each interviewee’s interest in 
becoming our next Senior Rabbi.
 We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our Search Committee members for their very hard 
work in the Committee’s efforts to identify the best Senior Rabbi for our beloved congregation.  Here is a list of 
the members of our committee:

Jeremy Brook, Clare Clarke, Bob Doochin, Risa Herzog, Amy Katz, Judy Lefkovitz, Ralph Levy, 
Victoria Marger, Alan Mazer, Bernie Pargh, Mike Rosen, Ben Russ, Doug Small and Dana Strupp

 Thank you for your continued support of the search process. Please feel free to reach out to either of us if you 
have any questions.

Sincerely,
   Judy Lefkovitz     Ralph Levy
   judylefkovitz@outlook.com   rlevy@dickinsonwright.com
   615-400-7100     615-620-1733

Senior Rabbi Search Committee Update
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Sharing Our Lives

Sincere Sympathy
The Temple mourns the loss of the following 

members and extends condolences 
to our Temple members who share the loss.

Barb Levy-Zander
October 6, 2021

Sy Trachtman
October 5, 2021

Survived by daughters Alyssa Trachtman & Michelle Trachtman

Lewis Lefkowitz
September 26, 2021

Survived by his wife, Judy Lefkowitz

David Cannon
September 25, 2021

Survivied by his wife, Toby Cannon

The Temple family extends condolences to 
those who have recently lost loved ones.

Brenda (Michael) Joyner on the death of her mother,
Lillian Goldberg

Linda & Barry Zeitlin on the death of their son,
Todd Zeitlin

Moon Bishop on the death of her sister,
Dawn Bogle

Mimi (Jerry) Klein on the death of her brother, 
Robert Benowitz

Gwen (Frank) Gordon on the death of her brother, 
Hans Lukner

Congregational News
Mazel Tov to . . . 

Alan Mazer, a past president of The Temple, has been 
elected recently to the Board of Leadership Nashville

Mary-Margaret & Daniel Schuster and big brother, Paul, 
welcomed new baby, Julia Madison, on September 21, 2021

Neal & Tina Spielberg’s daugther, Chana, 
married Matthew Daniel Kuttner on September 19, 2021

Laura Heiman and Leon Bellan welcomed a baby boy, 
Ori Samuel Bellan, on September 14, 2021

Thank You Very Much / Todah Rabah
From the High Holy Days to the Nashville Pride Festival to the kick-off of our Temple Tribes, a sincere “Thank  you very much” 
is due to the volunteers who helped to make the High Holy Days special and manned The Temple’s booth during rainy weather.  
To you all, The Temple clergy and staff say, “Todah Rabah.”

Ushers from the High Holy Days 
 Alan Cooper 
 Stan Kweller

Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 
Participants
 Susan Alexander
 Dina Barabash
 Beth Barnett
 Nick Garvin
 Sheri Rosenberg & John Jivens
 Ann Gordon & Richard Kleiner
 Sarah Motis & Jacob Ruden

Hospitality Chair 
 Amy Smith

Nashville Pride Volunteers
 Anne & Dean Davenport
 Renee Kasman
 Linda Latter
 Bobbi Lipschutz
 Chad Nardick
 Rabbi Michael Shulman
 Amy Smith
 Patty & Jerry Stelmaszak
 Ruth Thomas & Curtis Leonard 
 Erin Zagnoev

Temple Tribes’ Leaders
 Bob Borman
 Delilah Cohen 
 Gil Fox
 Chad Nardick
 Nina Pacent 
 Ben Papa
 Bill Rosen
 Annie Solomon
 Neal Spielberg
 Rhonda Wernick
 Erin Wood
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Sharing Our Lives
Bat Mitzvah

Emery Sonsino
November 6, 2021 ~ 11:00 am
Emery was born June 21, 2008 in 

Nashville, Tennessee.  Her parents are 
Michele & Jeffrey Sonsino.  Her grandparents 
are Keum-Ok Lee of Chicago, Illinois, and the 
late Edward G. Bencks of Champaign, 
Illinois; Laurie & Joseph Sonsino of 
Pleasanton, California.

For Emery’s mitzvah project, she held a bake sale at The 
Temple	after	the	first	day	of	Sunday	School	and	is	using	the	
proceeds to buy toys and art supplies for children who will be 
spending the holidays at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital.

Emery is in the eighth grade at Harpeth Hall and enjoys 
playing the violin and all things sports. She is on a travel soccer 
team, plays tennis and lacrosse for her school, and loves to ski 
double black diamonds.

Bat Mitzvah
Amari Cecilia Schneider

November 20, 2021 ~  11:00 am
Amari was born November 2, 2007.  

Her parents are Rachel & Jordan Schneider.  
Her grandparents are Judi & Steve Schneider 
of Boca Raton, Florida; and Karen Salvage of 
Hollywood, Florida.

For Amari’s mitzvah project, she is 
volunteering her time each week with the Nashville Dolphins 
providing adaptive aquatic lessons to children of different 
needs and abilities.

Amari is in the eighth grade at Harpeth Hall and her 
passion is swimming.  She spends most of her days at the pool 
with the Nashville Aquatic Club (NAC).  At Harpeth Hall, 
Amari plays soccer, swims, and is on the robotics team and 
Student Council.

Bar Mitzvah
Luke Cohen

November 6, 2021 ~ 3:00 pm
Luke was born September 16, 2008 in 

Chicago, Illinois.  His parents are Allyson & 
Joshua Cohen, and he has a brother, Liam.

For Luke’s mitzvah project, he is hosting 
a book drive to restock the school libraries in 
Waverly, Tennessee that were recently 
destroyed	by	flooding.

Luke is in the seventh grade at Grassland Middle School 
and enjoys cheering for the Wisconsin Badgers football team, 
as well as playing ice hockey, swimming, reading, and history.

New Members

Heidi Amster

Meira Blackburn

Aaron Felder 
Rebekah

Todd Harman 

Rachel Kant 

Valerie & Ricky Libutti

Debra & Michael Sapp 
Leah & Joshua

Kristen & Andrew Weinman 
Abigail, Avery, & Alexandra

Welcome to the following new members. 
We are so glad you joined our Temple family!

Caring Connection
Now more than ever, The Temple Care and Concern Committee has such an important role 

in our congregation.  In these unprecedented times, we need the support of volunteers to help 
keep our congregation connected.

There are many ways to help.  From delivering meals, to baking treats, to making calls to check 
on our members, to writing notes and so much more.  There is a way for everyone to support 

our congregation.
If you know of someone who needs some extra care, please let us know.

If you want to join the effort, contact 
Alyssa Trachtman at either atmittens@gmail.com or (561) 707-8577.
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   The Temple’s Lifelong Learning

Are You Looking for a CreativeOutlet?
Writers of the Lost Ark

“Writers of the Lost Ark” meets the first Wednesday of each month currently via Zoom. 
This is a safe, supportive, and no pressure environment to share your creative ideas 

whether they be stories, songs, poems, or prose.  The group is open to all regardless of how little 
or how long you’ve been writing.  Those curious to find their creative side are welcome as well.

Next MeetiNg
Wednesday, November 3rd ~ 7:00-8:30 pM via Zoom

public ShowcaSe of MeMberS’ work via ZooM 
Wednesday, December 1st ~ 7:00-8:00 pM

For more information, please contact ninapacent@bellsouth.net. 
Go to thetemplehub.org for Zoom info.

Torah Lessons x 2:  Join Us this November & January
with Scholar Nechemya Rosenfeld

Thursdays at 6:00 pm

Nechemya Rosenfeld hails from Jerusalem, where he taught general studies and Tanakh (Bible) at Keshet Talpaz Elementary 
School.  A graduate of Yeshivat Har Etzion, a seminary combining advanced Talmudic studies with military service, Nechemya 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Behavioral Sciences from Ariel University and is completing a Masters of Arts in Jewish Education 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He became an educator through Teach First Israel, a program modeled on Teach For 
America to promote educational equality.  Today, he teaches in Akiva Jewish Day School and the Jewish Middle School of 
Nashville.  He also teaches youth and adults at Congregation Sherith Israel and West End Synagogue.  An accomplished 
musician, Nechemya has served as a scholar in residence and cantor in Israel; Frankfurt, Germany; Sydney, Australia; and, 
Rhodes, Greece.  He is blessed to be sharing his Tennessee adventures with his wife and fellow educator, Batya, and Shmuli, 
their 2-year-old son. Check thetemplehub.org for more information.

November 4th, 11th, 18th

Jewish Psychology: 
Looking at Torah Stories and Sages

January 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
Jewish Medical Ethics
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Program Class Offerings   The Temple’s Lifelong Learning

Give it a Rest! 
Reflecting on 5782 as a Shmittah Year*

November 1st ~ Noon
W.E.L.L.-sponsored Midday Break with NJFF Monday Matinee 

“The One and Only Jewish Miss America” 
December 2nd ~ 5:30 pm

Bringing Light: Chanukah Get Together 
& Lighting of The Temple’s Outdoor Menorah

January 16th ~ 1:00 pm

Tu B’shvat, Our Land, Our Legacy
March 6th ~ 6:00 pm

Resetting	&	Refinancing:	Economic	Justice
April 12th ~ 7:00 pm

Reclining and Remembering: Women’s Seder with Congregation Micah 
*Shmittah is the seventh year of a seven-year cycle, with biblical themes of rest and renewal for ourselves, 

our land, the remission of debts, and a reset for society.
We are cautiously optimistic to have a women’s retreat this coming Spring. 

Stay tuned!

W.E.L.L.
Women Engaged in Living & Learning

Conversion Conversations
Led by Rabbi Mackler & Patty Marks 

Providing the opportunity for those seeking to learn 
more about Judaism, to grow as a group and continue 

on their individual journey toward becoming Jewish.

November 9th • November 23rd  
December 14th • January 11th • January 25th

*We will re-evaulate the possibility of continuing with Spring Semester in person.  Stay tuned!
For more information or to join the class contact Doris at doris@templenashville.org
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   The Temple’s Lifelong Learning

Hike & Havdalah at Percy Warner
Presented by The Temple’s Worship and Music Committee

The following Saturdays this Fall:  
November 20th • December 18th

Where and When for the Hike? 
Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade Boulevard at 

2:45 PM with the hike of the 2.5 mile white trail to begin at 3:00 PM. 
If you are not hiking, please meet us for Havdalah 

at the stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 PM.
Who? 

All ages! Bring friends and family.
Why? 

For the fresh air and exercise, for connecting with each other, and to enjoy nature’s God.
For more information or questions, please contact Anne Davenport at adavlaw@comcast.net

2022 Medicare Prescription Review
From November 6th thru the deadline of December 7th

But don’t wait until the last minute!
Confidential AND free reviews of your Medicare Part D insurance plan for 2022

by Bob Neaderthal M.D. or Judy Book FNP-C

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY and OVER THE PHONE. 
PLEASE EMAIL EITHER OF OUR PROVIDERS FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

Please leave your phone number and which day works better for you. 
Bob or Judy will respond with a specific appointment time.

Please email:  Bob at neaderthal@gmail.com OR Judy at judykbook@gmail.com
You may also call, if necessary, but not preferred. Bob at 615-584-8422 OR Judy at 615-290-3126

Golden Lunch Bunch
Tuesday, November 30th ~ 11:00 am (in person) 

Musical Guests 
Cantor Tracy Fishbein & Russ Davis

Reservations required to Anna Sir 615-354-1686 or helpinghands@jfsnashville.org
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Coping in the Era of COVID-19: 
An Open and Honest 
Panel Conversation

Wednesday, November 10th at 7:00 pm via Zoom
The COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting stress, anxiety and isolation have 

affected our entire community in one way or another.
Join us for an honest and open conversation about the impact of the pandemic. 
Panelists will share about their experiences (both professionally and personally), 

offer tips for coping and adapting, and answer your questions.  Learn how fellow 
community members across generations have been coping during this time. 

This event is proudly presented by The Temple in partnership with Elliot Pinsly and 
the Behavioral Health Foundation.

Go to www.thetemplehub.org for Zoom information.

** Save the Date: December 8th  Navigating Family Expectations**

Program Class Offerings   The Temple’s Lifelong Learning

Preserving Wealth 
for the 40+ Series
What issues will arise as I plan 

for dealing with my parents’ estate 
as well as my own? 

Tuesday, December 7th, 2021 ~ Noon
Speakers will present on issues that children 

encounter when dealing with a parent’s estate and in 
handling	a	parent’s	financial	matters	if	the	parent	become	

unable to do so. Speakers review tax planning and charitable 
giving. Discover how you can plan for your family’s future.

Presenters: 
Ralph Levy and Mindy Hirt

 
To register, contact Shannon Small at 

Shannon@jewishnashville.org or (615)354-1651 To create your Jewish legacy contact:
Erin Zagnoev, Director of Administration & Advancement

erin@templenashville.org	•	(615)352-7620
www.templenashville.org
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Rabbi Rifat Sonsino Guest Speaker 
at November 5th Shabbat Service

“Who Are Sephardic Jews?  
Learning about Jewish Communities around the Globe”
Rabbi Rifat Sonsino is the Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Beth Shalom in Needham, 

Massachusetts.  Born in Turkey, he received his law degree from the University of Istanbul 
(Faculty of Law, 1959), his rabbinic ordination from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion (Cincinnati, 1966) and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia,	1975)	in	the	field	of	Bible	and	ancient	Near	Eastern	Studies.	In	1991	the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion bestowed upon him a D.D. 

Before coming to Needham, Rabbi Sonsino served congregations in Buenos Aires, 
Philadelphia, and Chicago. After his retirement from Beth Shalom, he volunteered his services in Bet 
Shalom, a nascent Reform Jewish congregation in Barcelona, Spain, and other small synagogues in the 
Iberian Peninsula.

Rabbi Sonsino has authored numerous books and articles, including Finding God and What Happens 
After I Die? (both with Daniel Syme), The Many Faces of God, Modern Judaism, God Spoke These Words 
(commentary of the 10 Commandments), and Did Moses Really Have Horns?.  He was the editor of the 
CCAR Journal (1997-2001).

Throughout his career, Rabbi Sonsino has chaired various committees, both regionally and nationally.  
His blog postings are found in rsonsino.blogspot.com, with over half a million viewers.  In the past, 
Rabbi Sonsino taught at Boston College and at Framingham State University, and lectured in many parts of 
the country and around the world.

Rabbi and Mrs. Sonsino now live at the Willows in Westborough, Massachusetts.
Access all Shabbat Services via Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/320094033

Lunch with the Rabbi 
will meet in-person on

Thursday, November 11th at Noon
with Scholar in Residence Dr. Frank Boehm 

And be sure to attend  
Thursday, December 2nd* at Noon

Nashville Metro Police 
Chief John Drake
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Chevrah Torah 
Saturdays at 9:30 am

A study and discussion of the 
weekly Torah portion

Accessible via thetemplehub.org

Women’s Torah Study 
with Patty Marks 

Thursdays at Noon
A Discussion of Torah Text
Accessible via thetemplehub.org

Thanksgiving Day 2021
november 25Th ~ virTual

The Bolt Steering Committee has decided 
for the safety of all participants, staff, and volunteers, 

to host the second VIRTUAL BOLT!
The 2021 Bolt Steering Committee had several discussions about the differences between the “could” and the 

“should,” and the “What can we do?” vs. “What should we do?”  Ultimately, we had hoped those things would end up 
the same; however, the discussion always came back to the safety of the thousands of participants and hundreds 
of volunteers – and to do our part, the decision was made to go virtual one more year.  We hope our long-standing 
participants, sponsors, and volunteers join us as we pivot to a virtual race for 2021 and help us celebrate the tradition 
that is the Thanksgiving Day Boulevard Bolt!

We know that being virtual is not an ideal situation for any of us, but we must do what is best for everyone involved, 
and we hope that our supporters understand that there are many logistical items that had to be considered in regards 
to an in-person race.  We wish it was as easy as asking folks to sign a waiver or wear a mask but simply put – it is 
not that simple.  We respectfully ask whether or not you agree with the decision to be virtual one more year, please 
remember this is a charitable race to raise much needed funds to help our homeless neighbors and they continue to 
need our help.

For more information go to www.boulevardbolt.org.
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A Glimpse into Our Future
We continue sharing the Confirmation Essays delivered by our Confirmands at their 

Confirmation ceremony held in August 2021. 
Each of them is outstanding, lending a sense of strength, encouragement, and pride, all contributing 

elements in portending a resilient and vibrant future for our Temple and the wider Jewish Community. 
This issue’s essay is by Confirmand Lily Marger, daughter of Victoria & Brian Marger.

Shabat	Shalom	everyone.	My	name	is	Lily	Marger.		I’m	so	happy	to	be	here	and	be	a	part	of	the	confirmation	
class of 2021.  I was asked to speak about the question, “Why am I a Jew?”  It sounds like a really simple question 
but it actually took me a lot of thought.  Yes, my parents are both Jewish.  I am being raised in a Jewish 
household, and I grew up surrounded by Judaism.  But what about the question, “Why do I choose to be Jewish?”

Personally, there are many aspects.  Mainly, for me, being a mensch is one of the most important.  If you don’t 
know, a mensch translates to “a good person.”  Well, that doesn’t seem too hard, does it?  But being a good 
person	includes	so	many	traits,	and	they	tend	to	be	the	most	difficult.

My rabbis asked me, “If you could ask G-d any question, what would you ask?”  The question took me by 
surprise.  It’s hard to decide just one.  But one question that has always stuck with me is, “Does G-d determine 
our future or do we ourselves?”  I’ve always believed that my actions determine what happens next, not a higher 
being.

But this is how I think G-d would respond, “I do not determine what you encounter, I do not determine your 
fate.  That is in your own hands.  But do not forget what I created in your world.  I created consequences and the 
gratitude that happens after your decisions.  I created the brain that hosts the emotions behind your mindset.  I 
created the beginning and the end.  But it is your decision on whether you will come upon those things in your 
life.  Whether it will be some of them or all of them.”

In life, every day you will encounter situations where you make one decision or the other.  This is how I view 
it.  Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our Ancestors) reminds us, “In a place where there are no human beings, strive to be 
human.”  In Hebrew, it suggests that in a place where people aren’t acting like mensch, you are a mensch.

Sometimes, the morally right road that you should take can also be the scariest.  But as you continue along 
the	path,	you	will	find	that	others	will	start	to	join	you,	and	it	seems	a	little	less	frightening.		It	is	important	to	set	
an example for others and light the path for the Jews are a light to the nations.

The idea of Torah as a path is in the word Halacha, also known as Jewish Law, but literally means, “the way or 
the path.”  This means, speaking up when no one else will.  Helping even if you don’t get anything in return.  And 
standing up for people who are struggling to stand up for themselves. 

Another important aspect is Tzedekah.  When you hear Tzedekah, you tend to think of putting a few dollars 
or some coins in a tin, but it’s a lot more than that.  Tzedekah is giving back to the world.  I’ve been fortunate 
enough to not have to worry about food, shelter, and education.  But some people don’t know when their next 
meal will be. Throughout my years of studying the Torah for my bat mitzvah and attending Sunday school, I often 
went	to	warehouses	and	packed	bags	filled	with	food	for	students	of	all	ages.	

Along with that, some of my favorite memories of my Sunday School class took place in The Temple’s kitchen 
making brownies for The Temple staff to later hand out.  The Jewish community taught me to give a helping hand 
no matter where you stand.  Whether it’s a stranger or a family member, there is always some way to help.  It 
could even be as little as giving a compliment.  

Lastly, I admire how accepting my Jewish community is.  We are always awaiting people with open arms and 
warm smiles.  We give people a place to come to when they need support or guidance.  We show them they are 
not alone.  When hatred and injustice surround the world, we surround the people with love.  It’s more than 
obvious that the year 2020 was a struggle for everyone.

A few days after the events at the U.S. Capitol took place, pictures were released of anti-Semitic t-shirts 
being worn.  When I saw those, that’s when I realized that being Jewish is more than attending services or having 
the opportunity to read from the Torah.  It’s so much more than that.  It’s the actions I take and the decisions I 
make.  All these aspects make me who I am.

I am Lily Marger.  I am a member of The Temple.  And I am a proud Jewish woman. Thank you.
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The Temple’s Drive-Thru 
Sukkot Extravaganza
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Pride Festival 2021

Sukkot on a Boat 2021
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W.E.L.L. Knitzvah Fall 2021

Temple Tribes Fall 2021

From top left and 
rotating clockwise 
are the following 
Temple Tribes:  
Empty Nesters 
in Bellevue/West 
Meade, Biblical 
Stories You 
Haven’t Heard, 
Tennis/Pickleball, 
and Widow/
Widower’s Social 
Club.
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The Story of Chanukah
In the year 168 B.C.E., the Syrian tyrant Antiochus 

Epiphanes sent his soldiers to Jerusalem. The Assyrians 
desecrated the Temple, and Antiochus declared that Judaism 
was to be abolished.  The only options he offered Jews were 
conversion or death.  Altars and idols were set up throughout 
Judea for the purpose of worshiping Greek gods.  Antiochus 
outlawed the observance of Shabbat, the festivals and 
circumcision.

On	the	twenty-fifth	day	of	the	Hebrew	month	of	Kislev,	in	
168 B.C.E., the Temple was renamed for the Greek god Zeus.  
Pigs	were	sacrificed	in	the	Temple.	The	Torah	was	splattered	
with pigs’ blood and then burned.  Thousands of Jews chose 
to die rather than commit idolatry.  Among these martyrs was 
a	woman	named	Hannah	who,	with	her	seven	sons,	defied	the	
Assyrian decree.

Slowly, a resistance movement developed against the 
cruelty of Antiochus, led by a priestly family known as the 
Hasmoneans, or Maccabees.  The head of the family was 
an	elderly	man	named	Mattathias.	He	and	his	five	sons	left	
Jerusalem and took up residence in a small town north of 
Jerusalem called Modi’in.  When Syrian soldiers appeared in 
the	town	and	commanded	the	inhabitants	to	offer	sacrifices	to	
Zeus, Mattathias and his sons refused.  Mattathias killed one 
Jew	who	began	to	sacrifice	to	Zeus,	and	his	sons	then	turned	
upon the Assyrian troops and slew them.

It was a turning point in the struggle.  The Maccabees 
became instant folk heroes. Fleeing to the hills with their 
followers, they conducted a campaign of guerilla warfare 
against the occupying Assyrian forces.  Mattathias’ son, Judah, 
known as the “Hammer," became the chief strategist and 
military leader.

Furious, Antiochus decided to destroy the people 
of Judea.  He sent a large army, with instructions to kill 
every man, woman and child.  Though outnumbered, Judah 
Maccabee	and	his	fighters	miraculously	won	two	major	
battles, routing the Assyrians decisively.  By 165 B.C.E., the 
terror of Antiochus had ended.  The Jews had won a victory 
for their land and their faith.

The idols were torn down, and, on the morning of 
the	twenty-fifth	day	of	Kislev	in	165	B.C.E.,	the	Temple	in	
Jerusalem was reconsecrated – three years to the day after its 
original	defilement.		In	celebration,	the	people	of	Jerusalem	lit	
bright lights in front of their homes and decided to mark their 
deliverance with an annual eight-day festival. It was called the 
Feast of Lights, the Feast of Dedication, or simply Chanukah.

Eight Days of Chanukah
Originally, the eight-day Festival of Lights was intended to 

parallel the eight days of Sukkot.  The Books of the Maccabees 
made no mention of the legend concerning the jar of oil.  

Several centuries later, around 500 C.E., the story of the 
cruse of oil emerged in the Talmud.  That legend related that, 
when the Maccabees entered the Temple and began to purify 
it, they immediately re-lit the extinguished Ner Tamid (Eternal 
Light).  Only a single jar of consecrated oil could be found, 
which	was	sufficient	for	but	one	day.	However,	“miraculously,”	
it was reported, the single jar of oil was enough to keep the 
Ner Tamid alight for eight days, until the needed oil could be 
purchased, transported and consecrated.

Gifts on Chanukah
The traditional Jewish holiday during which gifts were 

exchanged is Purim!  Gift giving on Chanukah, a relatively 
recent	“tradition,”	has	become	a	reflection	of	the	society	in	
which we live and the time of year in which Chanukah falls.  
While it has become a part of the contemporary celebration 
of the holiday, gifts should be modest, with the real meaning 
of Chanukah (religious freedom) being emphasized.  Some 
Chanukah gifts throughout the eight days should include gifts 
with a “Jewish connection:”  Jewish books, contributions to 
Jewish causes, ritual objects, etc.

Food on Chanukah
The most common food associated with Chanukah is 

the latke (potato pancake).  In Israel, sufganiyot (jelly donuts) 
are the predominant food.  While it is not perfectly clear 
why these foods have come to be connected with Chanukah, 
perhaps the connection is that they are cooked in oil, and the 
legendary story of the jar of oil lasting eight days is part of the 
Chanukah tradition.

Chanukah Glossary
Chanukah:  The Hebrew word means “dedication.” After the 
Jews	defeated	the	Assyrians,	their	first	act	was	to	cleanse	the	
Temple in Jerusalem and remove the pagan symbols and idols.  
They held a ceremony dedicating the Temple again to God.
Maccabees:  The Hebrew soldiers who fought in the Greco-
Syrian battles were named after their leader, Judah Maccabee.
Menorah:  The special Chanukah menorah, or candle holder, 
is also called a “Chanukiyah.”
Dreydel/Sevivon:  A four-sided top used on Chanukah, each 
side has a different Hebrew letter imprinted on it.  They stand 
for “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham” – “A great miracle happened 
there.”  This refers to the legend of the cruse of oil lasting 
eight days rather than its expected one day.  (In Israel, the 
shin has been replaced by a pei and the word sham by the 
word po so that the phrase is “A great miracle happened 
here.”)
Shamash:  The “helper” candle used to light the eight Chanukah 
candles.

 Chanukah History
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Chanukah Home Celebration
(First Candle ~ November 28th)

The	festival	of	Chanukah	begins	on	the	25th	day	of	the	Hebrew	month	of	Kislev.		The	first	candle	is	lit	the	evening	
before, and the holiday lasts a full eight days.  The celebration of Chanukah enables us to come together and to 
joyfully recount the triumph of good over evil, the victory of our people over those who would destroy us, and the 
rededication of our faith.  Chanukah is largely a home-centered holiday.  Light your Chanukiyah (Chanukah menorah) 
in an open place, for all to see.  Invite your friends and neighbors to share the occasion with you.  Retell the story!  
Say the prayers!  Sing the songs!  Play the games!  Enjoy!

The Candle Lighting Ceremony
The candles are placed in the Chanukiyah (Chanukah menorah) from right to left, and they are kindled from left to 
right.		On	each	night,	the	newest	candle	is	lit	first.		The	Chanukiyah	has	places	for	nine	candles.		Eight	are	of	equal	
height.  The ninth, called the “shamash” (worker candle) is placed higher, and is used to kindle the other lights.

Baruch atah Adonai Elohenu melech haolam asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzeevanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, by whose mitzvot we are hallowed, and who has commanded 
us to kindle the Chanukah lights.  Amen

Baruch atah Adonai Elohenu melech haolam sh’asah nisim la’avotenu bayamim hahem bazman hazeh.
Blessed are You Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of 
old at this season.  Amen

{First Night Only:}
Baruch atah Adonai Elohenu melech haolam shehechiyanu v’keeamanu v’higeeyanu lazman hazeh.
Blessed are You Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us and permitted us to celebrate 
this joyous festival together.  Amen

 Chanukah Blessings



page 18 ~ November - December 2021 ~ www.templenashville.org ~ 615-352-7620

-- 

A Home Chanukah Reading
Chanukah is here.  This is the Festival of Rededication.  Just 
like the Maccabees of old, who dedicated themselves and the 
Temple in Jerusalem to the service of goodness and truth, we 
dedicate ourselves to overcoming the evil in the world.

On Chanukah we light these candles, because just as light 
overcomes darkness, and heat overcomes cold, so does 
goodness overcome evil.

This	is	the	Shamash.		We	light	it	first.		It	is	the	symbol	of	our	
dedication, for only through the Shamash can we light the 
other candles.  As one candle may kindle many others and yet 
lose none of its own light, so Judaism has kindled the light of 
truth for many religions in many lands, and still shines even 
more brightly through the ages.  May the ideals we link with 
our Hanukkah candles help light our way each day of our lives.

1)	We	light	the	candle	for	the	first	night	of	Chanukah	as	a	
dedication to kindness, hesed.  Let us always be kind to other 
people and animals by trying to understand their feelings and 
by helping them.  This will help make us and the whole world 
more compassionate.

2) We light the candle for the second night of Chanukah as a 
dedication to fairness, tzedek.  Let us always be fair to others 
by sharing with them and treating them with respect.  This 
will	help	fill	the	world	with	justice.

3) We light the candle for the third night of Chanukah as a 
dedication to love, ahavah.  Let us always be thankful for the 
love of our family and friends.  Rooted in their affections, we 
grow	up	to	help	to	fill	the	world	with	love.

4) We light the candle for the fourth night of Chanukah as a 
dedication to each of us being a good, responsible member of 
the human family, mishpahah.   As citizens of our community 
and world, let us always work to improve our school and our 
neighborhood, and also contribute to help others in places 
farther away.

5)	We	light	the	candle	for	the	fifth	night	of	Chanukah	as	a	
dedication to freedom, herut.  Like other peoples, our 
ancestors struggled many times for freedom.  So let us value 
the liberties and opportunities such struggles have allowed us 
to enjoy, and let us work together to help others who are less 
free.	This	will	help	fill	the	world	with	liberty.

6) We light the candle for the sixth night of Chanukah as a 
dedication to peace, shalom.	Chanukah	was	first	celebrated	
after a battle as our ancestors began to rebuild after the 
destruction and suffering and death caused by war.  Every day, 
we can help rebuild the world with peace with our Chanukah 

values - by being kind and fair, loving and responsible, and by 
helping to spread freedom.

7) We light the candle for the seventh night of Chanukah as a 
dedication “to life,” l’chayim!  We can help all to enjoy a good 
life by working together to create a world of compassion and 
justice, a world of love and mutual responsibility, a world of 
freedom and peace. As we hope and work for these ideals, we 
dedicate this Chanukah candle “to life!”

8) We light the candle for the eighth night of Chanukah as a 
dedication to the improvement of the world, tikkun ha-olam.  
May our dedication to our Hanukkah goals inspire us and light 
our way all year round.  Each and every day, may we help to 
heal the world’s suffering and sickness, to repair its 
brokenness, and to help create a better and more beautiful 
world.

Dreydel/Sevivon Games
Put and Take

This game can be played for nuts, candies, cookies, toothpicks, 
etc.  Any number of children or adults can participate.  The 
rules of the game are:
1. Everyone must start with the same number of nuts, cookies, 

etc.
2. To start the game, each player puts one nut, etc., into the 

“kitty”.
3. Everyone takes a turn at spinning the dreydel.
4. The player has to do what the dreydel tells him: either take, 

put in, or do nothing.

 b  Nun:  Nothing.  You do nothing.

 d  Gimel:  All.  Take what is in the “kitty”.

 v  Hay:  Half.  Take half of the “kitty”.

 a  Shin:  Add.  Add a nut, etc., into the “kitty”,
Play until one person has all the nuts, cookies, etc.

Endurance
All the players spin their tops at a given signal.  The player whose 
dreydel endures the longest is declared the winner.

Matching Faces
A few persons play at a time.  All spin their dreydel at a given 
signal.  Those players whose tops fall on the same sides win, the 
others lose.  The game continues in this manner.

Spin for a Letter
Players decide upon a letter to spin for, and those who get this 
letter win.

Add Up Score
Gimel (d) has 3 points, Hay (v) has 5 points, Nun (b) has 8 points 
and Shin (a) has 12 points.  Players take turns spinning dreydels 
and	player	who	gets	100	points	first	wins.

Chanukah Info
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MAOZ TSUR / ROCK OF AGES

Maoz tsur yeshuati
l’cha naeh l’shabe’ach
Tikon	beit	tefilati
V’sham todah n’zabe’ach
L’et tachin mat’be’ach
mitzar hamnab’-ach
Az egmor beshir mizmor
chanukat hamizbe’ach 2x

Rock of ages, let our song
Praise Your saving power:
You, amid the raging foes,
Were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us,
But Your arm availed us.
And Your word
Broke their sword
When our own strength failed us.

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Light one candle for the Maccabee children, 
with thanks that their light didn’t die.
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
when their right to exist was denied.
Light	one	candle	for	the	terrible	sacrifice	
justice and freedom demand,
but light one candle for the wisdom to know 
when the peacemaker’s time is at hand.

Chorus  (2x)
Don’t let the light go out--
It’s lasted for so many years.
Don’t let the light go out--
Let it shine through our love and our tears. 
Light one candle for the strength that we 
need to never become our own foe.
Light one candle for those who are suff’ring 
the pain we learned so long ago.
Light one candle for all we believe in, that 
anger won’t tear us apart, and light one 
candle to bring us together, with peace as 
the song in our heart.

Chorus

Chanukah Songs
MY DREYDEL

I have a little dreydel
I made it out of clay
And when it’s dry and ready
Then dreydel I will play

Chorus:
Oh, dreydel, dreydel, dreydel
I made it out of clay
Oh, dreydel, dreydel, dreydel
Now dreydel I shall play  

It has a lovely body
With legs so short & thin
And when it is all tired
It drops and then I win

(Repeat Chorus)

My dreydel’s always playful
It loves to dance and spin
A happy game of dreydel
Come play, now let’s begin

(Repeat Chorus)

S’VIVON
S’vivon sov, sov, sov
Chanukah hu chag tov
Chanukah hu chag tov
S’vivon sov, sov, sov

Chag simchah hu la’am
Neis gadol hayah sham
Neis gadol hayah sham
Chag simchah hu la’am

S’vivon turn, turn, turn
While the lovely candles burn
What a great holiday
Watch us sing and watch us play

Tell the story everywhere
A great miracle happened there
It’s a festival of lights
For eight days and for eight nights

OCHO KANDELIKAS
Chanukah linda sta aqui
Ocho kandelas para mi
(2x)
Una kandelika, dos kandelikas, 
Tres kandelikas, quatro kandelikas
Cintyu kandelikas, shesh kandelikas
Siete kandelikas
Ocho kandelas para mi!
Muchas	fiestas	vo	fazer
Con alegria i plazer
(2x)

AL HANISIM

Al hanisim v’al hapurkan
V’al hag’vurot, v’al hat’shuot
V’al hamilchamot, she’asita la’avoteynu
Bayamim hahem, baz’man hazeh

We give thanks for the redeeming wonders and 
the mighty deeds by which, at this season, our 
people were saved in days of old.

NOT BY MIGHT
Not by might and not by power
But by spirit alone (ruach!)
Shall we all live in peace

The children sing
The children dream
And their tears may fall 
But we’ll hear them call
And another song will rise
Another song will rise
Another song will rise

CHANUKAH, O CHANUKAH

Chanukah, O Chanukah
Come light the menorach
Let’s have a party
We’ll all dance the hora
Gather ‘round the table
We’ll give you a treat
Dreidels to play with 
and latkes to eat

And while we are playing
The candles are burning low
One for each night they shed a sweet light
To remind us of days long ago
One for each night they shed a sweet light
To remind us of days long ago

-- 
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Preschool
by Candice Stern, Assistant Director

This year The Temple Preschool is changing!  In addition to 
the wonderful work our teachers do in the classrooms we are 
adding Movement, Art, and Outdoor learning to our weekly 
curriculum.

In order to do this, we have promoted two of our 
classroom teachers to the role of specialist. Mr. BeJaie and 
Ms. Brittany will be joining our Art Specialist Ms. Patricia 
as our Motor Growth Specialist and our Outdoor Learning 
Specialist. 

Each specialist has a scheduled time with every classroom 
during which they plan an age-appropriate curriculum and 
share their expertise with the teachers.  For the next couple 
of months, we would like to introduce you to our specialists 
and give you a sneak peek at the amazing work they are doing 
in our school!

This month we would like to introduce you to Ms. Brittany 
O’Connell.   Ms. Brittany comes to us with a bachelor’s 
degree in environmental education and is currently pursuing 
her master’s degree in school counseling.  Prior to working at 
our school, Ms. Brittany worked in outdoor education 
programs.  Ms. Brittany brings with her a love and passion for 
the outdoors and is committed to helping the children in our 
program grow to love and respect nature. 

Below are some excerpts from her most recent newsletter 
to our families where she outlines the work she is doing with 
all classrooms.  This month’s curriculum included lessons on 
composting and exploring native animals.

Composting
Many of our classes investigated composting this month!  

You may have noticed we have a black Earth Machine to the 
right of the round a bout.  If not try to look for it during drop 
off or pick up!  The Earth Machine houses our compost pile; 
our friends at school just know it as “the compost.”  We add 
fruit and veggie scraps, leaves, sticks, cardboard, paper towels, 
coffee grounds, paper plates, and much more. 

Composting helps keep our air, soil, and water clean by 
creating a closed loop for some of our waste.

Snapping Turtle
We found a baby snapping turtle! One of our teachers 

found a snapping turtle hatchling in the parking lot.  We put it 
in our critter tank with lots of water, a branch, leaves, and a 
peach slice.  The tank was on our picnic tables so many of our 
friends could see it at drop-off. 

In order to keep our bodies safe and the turtle safe, we 
did not touch it and used this as an opportunity to embrace 
the Jewish value of Tza’ar Ba’alei Chayim, protecting animals!  

We observed it swimming and 
hiding under the branch.  We 
watched it walk around and 
investigate new items like 
leaves.

Some of our friends talked 
about his shell.  The snapping 
turtle shell is very bumpy to 
get an idea of what it feels like 
we	made	a	fist	and	moved	our	
fingers	along	our	knuckles.

We also talked about how 
any creature with a mouth 
can bite.  This means that it is 
important that we respect the 
space of all living things including 
our friends and animals.

Finally, our Pre-K friends 
helped return the turtle back 
to its home.  We brought him 
to the creek bed and voted on 
whether we thought the turtle 
would choose to stay on the 
bank or go in the water.  After 
some time, the turtle choose to return to the water, and we 
watched him swim into the creek.

As you can see, having an outdoor learning specialist is 
opening so many new learning opportunities to the children in 
our school, and we are so excited to see where it will lead in 
the months to come!

Enriching Our Preschool: Movement, Art, and the Outdoors!
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(for families with children up to age 5) 
These opportunities offer families the chance to celebrate Shabbat with their young children in a creative way.

Saturday, November 20th ~ 4:00 pm (Havdalah)
Gratitude

Saturday, December 4th ~ 10:00 am
Chanukah

The 
Temple 
Preschool 

X
Diaper and Gear Drive

Monday, November 15th to Friday, November 19th

Collected at The Temple Preschool
New or Gently Used Most Needed Items:
•	 Diapers
•	 Wipes
•	 Strollers
•	 High Chairs
•	 Boppy Pillows

•	 Pack N’ Plays
•	 Swings
•	 Bouncy Seats
•	 Shampoo/Baby Soap
•	 Blankets

Visit mothertomother.org for more information

2022-2023 Preschool Registration 
Members of The Temple receive priority registration for The Temple Preschool. 
Please note that students will be placed in classrooms as space is available and 

on a first come/first served basis. 

Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is due on January 14th, 2022. 

Please contact the Preschool office (preschool@templenashville.org or 615-356-8009) if you are 
interested in registering for the upcoming school year, 

which begins in August 2022.
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Religious School
by Rabbi Michael Shulman

Our Jewish tradition places the value of community above 
virtually every other value.  Working together, understanding 
the needs of others and being open to accepting help are the 
essential keys to a healthy and vibrant community.  I believe that 
our Temple Religious School is exactly one of those types of 
communities.

We cannot be successful without a true sense of teamwork 
and collaboration as we educate the next generation of Jews 
who will understand and live out that same value of community 
we work so hard to demonstrate.

We are deeply grateful for the partnerships we have that help 
us create a Religious School that is a safe place where our 
children have positive Jewish experiences that allow them to 
grow in meaningful Jewish ways.

Teachers and Madrichim (teen teaching assistants):
We have trained 22 Religious School teachers and are in the 

process of training 23 teens in grades 7-12 to be assistants in 
our classrooms.

Curriculum:
We have partnered with the Institute of Southern Jewish Life 

to implement a new curriculum for grades K-9.

Health and Safety:
We continue to seek advice from The Temple’s Medical 

Advisory Team to help us maintain a safe and healthy 
environment for all our students and teachers.

Special Programming:
We have partnered with a variety of local, national, and 

international organizations to create relevant and meaningful 
programing and training for our students, families, and teachers.  
Some of these include:  the Legacy Heritage Foundation, 
ADL on antisemitism, Makom on Israel education, 18Doors on 
interfaith families, & Planned Parenthood on creating healthy 
relationships.

Temple Partnerships:
We have also partnered with several Temple committees 

including the Care and Concern Committee, the Social Action 
Committee and Being Green to support our efforts and to 
connect to all the incredible things that our congregation is 
doing.

Parents:
You are our true partners in everything that we do in our 

Religious School!  From welcoming 17 new students this year to 
your patience in our carpool lines; reminding your children to 
study their Hebrew to showing up for parent meetings and 
family education programs.  Thank you for your continued sup-
port of our sacred tasks.
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Mazel Tones Junior Choir 
Back in January 

We miss the sweet voices of our Temple Mazel Tones, our 
youth choir for Religious School students in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade.  Directed by Temple member and Nashville 
songwriter/producer, Dennis Scott, our young singers learn a 
variety of music from our Jewish tradition, ranging from Israeli 
folk songs to the newest music of the Reform movement.

We are hopeful that we can begin singing with the kids once 
again in January 2022.  Current Mazel Tones families, please keep 
an eye out for more information.  Does your child want to join 
us?  Please email Cantor Fishbein at the email address below so 
we can add you to the list of singers.  All are welcome - the only 
prerequisite to join is a love of singing and making music with 
others!

For more information about any of our music programs, or to 
register your child for the Mazel Tones, please contact 
Cantor Fishbein at 615-352-7620 ext. 226 or 
cantorfishbein@templenashville.org.

Far more than any other commandment in the Torah 
we are instructed to welcome the stranger.  Putting these 
words into action is at the core of our faith and is the 
heart of our congregation. 

We are now being called upon by our community part-
ners, Catholic Charities and NICE (Nashville International 
Center for Empowerment) to join their citywide effort 
to welcome refugees coming here from Afghanistan.  We 
expect over 300 men, women, and children will be 
resettling in Nashville in the coming weeks and months.  
In many cases, these are allies who risked their own safety 
to protect our American troops.  Our newest neighbors 
will be arriving without any of their possessions and will 
need much help in rebuilding their new lives.  Below are 
many	ways	to	get	involved,	financial	donations,	goods	and 
services, or giving of your time. 

If you are interested in participating in the Temple 
efforts and want to offer help in this city-wide campaign, 
please contact Social  Justice Committee members Renee 
Kasman at reneekasman@bellsouth.net or Ruth Thomas 
at rmthomas3962@gmail.com.Religious School Calendar for 

November & December 2021
November 7

1st and 2nd Grade Family Programs

November 21
To Tree or Not to Tree – Interfaith 

Discussions Around the December Holidays

November 28
No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 5
Consecration Service and Celebration 

of 1st and 2nd Graders

December 19 & 26
No Religious School – Winter Break
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Kaddish will be recited in Memory of these loved ones . . .  .

 Harold Blount
 G. Ernest Budwig
 Barbara Burrus

mother
Lisa & Alan Turk
 Nathan Cohen

 Judy Cram
 Phyllis Davidson

sister-in-law
Ruth Palet

 Morris Fishel
father

James & Royce Fishel
 Mildred Flexer

 Jennie Friedman
grandmother

Meryl & Keith Kraft
 Juliett Grobstein
 Mildred Hobbs

 Rosa Pfeifer Isaacson
 Ronald Karmiller

father
Steven & Cathleen Karmiller

 Lila Kroser
 Jerome Loew

 Norma Orenstein
 Sarah Pailet

 Clarence Rosenstein
father

Carol & Ronald WIlker
 Edwin Schuffman

 Rose Solarz
 Alvin Solomon

 Etta Spater
 Nathan Taradash

father
Howard & Anita Taradash

 David Weinstein
 Rebecca Wolff
grandmother

Charles & Debi Robin
 Samuel Wolman

father
Dorothy Hirshberg
 Julian Zander, Jr.

 Sara Zangwill

Sidney Addlestone
father

Ron & Heidi Addlestone
 Lena Alper
 Vella Bass

 Julius Bergman
 Lawrence Berman

 Frieda Cooper
 Frederick Deutscher

 John Dolinger
 Anna Gold

mother
Michael & Cindee Gold

 Morton Goldberg
 Mollie Gurwitch
 Samuel Hexter
 Ann Jacobson

 Herschel Katzman
 Shirley Kleban

 Hilmar Kleeman
 Milton Klein

 Sidney Konigsburg
 Leo Levison

 Norman Lipman
 Tessie Lowenheim

 Julia Mayo
mother

Jackiel & Sonje’ Mayo
 William Noa, Sr.

great uncle
Gus & Elaine Kuhn

 VaLinda Philips
 Ida Pomerantz
 Annette Ratkin

 Sara Rachel Robin
mother

Charles & Debi Robin
 Jeanne Rosenberg
 Sara Rosenstein

mother
Carol & Ronald Wilker

 Robert Spector
 Morris Strauch

 Ada Wallis
 Lena Weinstein
 Samuel Wilker

father
Ronald & Carol Wilker

 Louis Zimmerman
uncle

Raymond & Etta Zimmerman
 Toby Zimmerman

Alfred Alperin
 Sandra Averbuch
 Sheldon Baker

 Shell Baker
 Paul Belz

 Norris Blackburn, III
 Roy Block
 J.B. Cohen

husband
Shirley Greenberg

Ruth Coleman
mother

Royce & James Fishel
 Jacob Dresner

 Barbara Fenichel
 Florence Goldstein

 Harry Gorman
father

Jerry Gorman
 Sherry Gorman

sister
Jerry Gorman

 Shirley Gutcheon
 Isadore Gutow

father
Gary Gutow
grandfather

Jessica & Daniel Viner
 Beth Hyman
Bessie Jacobs

grandmother-in-law
Rudy Saperstein
 Herman Kent
 Donald Klein
 Lillian Knoll
 Sara Kranc

mother
Lisa Kranc

 Jeanette Krizelman
 Bernerd Krohn
 Ralph Lefkovitz

grandfather
Sheri Weiner

 Ralph Levy, Sr.
 Anita Lipschutz
 Max Loskove
father-in-law

Ralph Greenbaum
 Tom Loventhal

brother
Mary Jones

Arnold Michelson
 Bernice Perlman
 Horace Renegar

 Betty Roback
 Rose Saff
mother

Ed & Loretta Saff
 Abram Shmerling
 Lester Solin, Sr.

 Rabbi Alfred Vise
grandfather
Joyce Vise

 Ike Weinstein
 Henry Wolkoff

husband
Sally Wolkoff
 Sara Wolman

mother
Dorothy Hirshberg
 Nathan Zimmelman

uncle
David & Susan Alexander

November 5 & 6 November 12 & 13 November 19 & 20 November 26 & 27
 Isadore Alexander

grandfather
David & Susan Alexander

 Robert Barnett
brother

Richard Barnet
 Paula Bernstein
 Irwin Chesen
 Marcia Cohen
 Paul Cohn, Jr.
 Ida Cooper

 William Evers
 Jeanne Fagadau
 Gerald Fleischer

 Irene Ford
 Gloria Glazer

 Caroline Halper
 Hattie Heiman
 Harris Jacobs
 Sadye Jacobs

mother
Herb & Elise Jacobs

 Hermine Karlsruher
 Jerry Karr

 Selma Latter
grandmother
Linda Latter

 Nathan Lewis
 Fan Liff

mother-in-law
Judy & Joe Barker

grandmother
Jan Liff

 Theresa Lustig
 Leonard Martin

brother
Anne & Dean Davenport

 Arlene Polen
 Isaac Raskin

 Travis Richmond
 Nelly Rocklin
 Myra Ruben
 Manuel Russ

father
Phil & Missy Russ

 Danny Spear
 James Speyer

 Alberta Stalma
 Elise Steiner

 S. Stoller
 Rose Towbin
 Bruce Turner

husband
Barbara Turner
 Rodney Wise
 Harold Wolf
 Irvin Wolf

father
Elise & Herb Jacobs

 Samuel Wolf
 Joseph Wolfe

father
Larry Wolfe

 Warren Wurzburg
 Edward Yalowitz
 Ronald Zeitlin

 Mary Zimmerman
mother

Raymond & Etta Zimmerman
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Kaddish will be recited in Memory of these loved ones . . .  .

 Harold “Jobe” Bernard
 Charles Flynn

father
Cathleen & Steven Karmiller

 Abe Geller
 Harry Gitlitz
grandfather

Scott & Lewis Newman
	Shirley	Greenfield

 Simon Hecklin
 Ralph Hill

 Bess Hodes
 Nell Keenan
 Ellen Kester

 Betty Kirshner
mother

Meryl & Keith Kraft
 Tina Kraft

 Harry Kravitz
 Gus Kuhn Sr.
grandfather

Gus & Elaine Kuhn
Irwin & Elaine Kuhn

Jeffrey Kuhn
Bill & Emily Kuhn

 Morris Lewis
 Sam Lindy

uncle
Anita & Howard Taradash

 Augusta Lyons
 Harold Mersky

 Charles Schwarcz
 Faye Serkin
 Gary Siener

 Silvestri Silvestri
 Arthur Stone

 Nathan Weiser
 Hyman Zimmelman

uncle
David & Susan Alexander

 Caroline Abrams
 Rubin Alexander

uncle
David & Susan Alexander

 Esther Beckman
 Howard Beyer
 Alvin Cohen

 Bill Cook
husband

Lanie Cook
 Minnie Doochin
mother-in-law

Rudy Saperstein
 Chris Feinstein
 Phillip Fleischer

father
Debi Fleischer-Robin & Charles Robin

 Sylvia Fleischer
 Linda Flexer

 Howard Gillary
 Walter Goldstein

 Eric Kahn
 Leatrice Karl

 Ruth Kay
 Joe Kraft

father
Lee & Glenda Kraft

 Marie Krivcher
 Evelyn Levine
 Peter Mallen

 Evelyn Mandell
 Sandra McGibbon

 Jacques Morris
 Florence Nedzynski

 Lester Pailet
 Erna Preis

mother
Lanie Cook
 Paula Rapp

 Dora Resnikoff
 Ike Rosenblum

 Jerry Rosenblum
 Clare Siegel
 Rachel Sir

mother-in-law
Gloria Sir
 Roslyn Sir
 Lilly Vise

grandmother
Joyce Vise

 Richard Zeitlin
 Mary Zwald

 Eve Balfus
 Molly Baron

 H. Bell
 Evelyn Brin
 Irvin Brin

 Harold Cohen
 Robert Corenswet

 Marian Custer
 Sidney Faye
 Louis Feiner

 Leopold Freudenthal
 Grace Gordon
 Morris Harris
 Rachel Harris

 Harriett Jacobowitz
Cathleen & Steven Karmiller

 Walter Kleiner
 Robert Krivcher

uncle
Raymond & Etta Zimmerman

 Florence Kroser
 Alter Lindy
grandfather

Anita & Howard Taradash
 Beatrice Lorber
 Jeanette Martin

mother
Anne & Dean Davenport

 Gert McCluskey
 Samuel Meer

 Wilbert Michelson
 Eva Morris
 Bob Moses
 Eva Olian

 Bella Orfus
 Frank Orland
 John Putzel
 Anita Raskin
 Sarah Romain

 Albert Rosenfeld
 Ruth Safer

 Robert Sasser
 Dorothy Schaffer
 Emanuel Schatten

father
Leslie & Barry Stillman

 Emma Schwaber
 Norma Selkin

 Bonalyn Slocum
Harry Weil

great-grandfather
Gus & Elaine Kuhn 
Marjorie Wurzburg

 Morris Zager

December 3 & 4 December 10 & 11 December 17 & 18 December 24 & 25
 Lillie Beck

mother
Marilyn & Ted Krick

 Aaron Bernstein
father

Gloria Sir
 Henry Desenberg
 Rachael Fleisman

great-grandmother
Frank & Barbara Ghertner

Dorothy & Jack Miller
 Lois Fox

 Murray Friedman
father

Donald & Joyce Friedman
	Alan	Garfinkle

friend
Frank & Barbara Ghertner

Jean Ghertner
mother

Frank & Barbara Ghertner
Dorothy & Jack Miller

 Harold Gidseg
 Ruth Gould

	Julie	Greenfield
 Arthur Hahn

 Margaret Hirsh
 Jettie Jonas
 Rudy Katz

 Tibey Kleiner
 Frances Kramer

grandmother
Emily & Bill Kuhn

 Candy Latter
mother

Linda Latter
 Joyce Levin

cousin
Anita & Howard Taradash

 Suzanne Morris
 Doreen Odes
 Mack Poole
 Celia Ross

 John Rothberg
 Seymour Samuels, Sr.

 Sandra Schatten
sister

Leslie & Barry Stillman
 Gertrude Snyder
 Laverne Snyder
 Alan Solinger
 Pet Speller

 Henry Sprintz
father-in-law
Alyse Sprintz
 Max Stein

father
Anabel Cassell

 Mary Wolf
mother

Elise & Herb Jacobs

Due to Privacy Protection, The Temple Does Not Receive Hospital Lists.
If you know someone in the hospital, dealing with a loss, or celebrating a simcha, the Caring Connection relies on you to let us know!

Email Erin Zagnoev at erin@templenashville.org or call (615) 352-7620 ext. 299
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Adult Education 
Appreciation of Michael and Alice Mann 

Lynn Heady 

Beautification Fund 
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Green 

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Bat Mitzvah of Amari Schneider         

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Bat Mitzvah of Lily Garfinkel      

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Memory of Raye Ann Greenbaum 

Arlene Averbuch 

Hank Brooks Campership Fund
Memory of Louise Katzman 

Bernie Rosenblum and 
Terry Katzman-Rosenblum 

Memory of Renette Corenswet 
Ronald and Robbie Lustig 

Calvin A. Buchman 
Social Action Fund
Donation 

Chad Nardick 
Harris A. Gilbert 

Confirmation Class Fund 
Confirmation of Abigail Green

 Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Confirmation of Olivia Jacobs

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Confirmation of Lily Marger

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Confirmation of Jacob Rothman

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Confirmation of Cameron Gordon

Andrew and Patricia Straus 
Confirmation of Jonah Hirt

Andrew and Patricia Straus 

Cantor Tracy Fishbein’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Appreciation of Cantor Tracy Fishbein 

Gary and Carol Fradkin 
Randall and Gretchen Goldstein 
Susan Law 
Joan Shayne 

Arthur Lee Goldner, M.D. 
Judaica Artists & Healing 
Arts Fund
Memory of Fred Goldner, Jr. 

Terri Z. Cohen 

Greatest Need Fund 
Donation 

Randi Lowenthal 
Memory of Joyce Fox 

Michael Stern and Isabel Cassen 

Grossman Early Education Fund 
Memory of Bernice Karr 

Charles Robin and Debi Fleischer-Robin 
Memory of Renette Corenswet 

Charles Robin and Debi Fleischer-Robin 

Gerda Loewenstein Caring 
& Concern Fund 
Memory of Bernice Karr 

Mark and Robin Cohen 

Lee & Theresa Kuhn 
Social Action Fund
Appreciation of Robb McCluskey 

David Goldberg 

Judy & Steven Lefkovitz 
Technology Fund
Honor of Sy Trachtman’s Birthday

Steven and Judy Lefkovitz 
Memory of Renette Corenswet 

Steven and Judy Lefkovitz 

Annette Levy Ratkin & 
Ralph Z. Levy Library & 
Archives Fund
Honor of Ordination of Ross Levy 

Doris Fleischer 

Rabbi Shana Mackler’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Conversion of Lea Perkins

Linda Latter 
Appreciation of Rabbi Shana Mackler 

Judith Baer 
Richard and Lisa Forberg 
Randall and Gretchen Goldstein 
Dorothy Hirshberg 
Susan Law 
Joan Shayne 
Deborah Woolf

Memory of Bernice Karr 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Betty Kirshner 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Betty Werthan 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Danny Spear 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Edna Donovan 
Linda Latter 

Memory of Edna Falk 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Eric Chazen 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Frances Shmerling 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Joyce Fox 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Mort Cooper 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Rita Feldman 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Sally Wolfe 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Sandra McGibbon 
Elaine Sasser 

Memory of Todd Cerney 
Elaine Sasser 

Memorial and Honor Fund 
Honor of the Anniversary of Jill and Dan Eisenstein 

Jay and Lin Kayser 
Memory of Bernice Karr 

Keith and Meryl Kraft and 
Friends of the Family 

Memory of Frances Wolf 
Philip and Melissa Russ 
Elizabeth Mazer

Memory of John Rosen 
Linda Schlanger 

Memory of Renette Corenswet 
Raymond and Etta Zimmerman 

Memory of Frances Wolf 
Endodontic Associates 

Patty Greener Marks Fund 
for Torah & Text Study Fund 
Birthday of Patty Greener Marks 

Helene M. Schwartz 
Memory of David Cannon

Neil Osheroff and Cheryl Guyer
Conversion of Leslie McGinn 

Neil Osheroff and Cheryl Guyer 
Griffith	and	Sherry	Haber
Karen Nash

Suzanne J. Morris Youth 
Leadership Fund 
Anniversary of Kenneth and Ellen Jacobs 

Mary Jones 
Birthday of Kenneth Jacobs 

Mary Jones 

Prayerbook Fund 
Memory of Bernice Karr 

Kenneth Kraft and Lucilyn Crow 

Religious School 
Enrichment Fund 
Honor of Ari and Sylvie Seigle

Robin Szuchman

Rabbi Mark & Harriet Schiftan 
Greatest Need Fund 
Appreciation of Yom Kippur Virtual Services 

Hope Steinman

Exodus 35:22 . . . and they came, men & women willing-hearted to give.
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This report reflects 
donations that have been 

acknowledged as of 
September 30th.

Exodus 35:22 . . . and they came, men & women willing-hearted to give.
Rabbi Mark Schiftan’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Appreciation of Rabbi Mark Schiftan

Linda Latter 
Joan Shayne 

Birthday of Dr. Kenneth Jacobs 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Memory of Alberta Doochin’s sister 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Memory of Bernice Karr 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 
Joel and Bernice Gordon 

Memory of Eric Chazen 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner

Memory of Fred Goldner 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Memory of Ira Trachtman 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Memory of Sally Wolfe 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Recovery of Carl Dreifuss 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Recovery of Ron Addelstone 
Frank and Barbara Ghertner 

Rabbi Michael Shulman’s 
Discretionary Fund 
Appreciation of Rabbi Michael Shulman

Deborah Woolf 

Beverly & Jimmy Small 
Golden Agers Fund
Honor of Beverly Small’s Special Birthday 

Bruce and Rae Hirsch 

Mary & Irvin Wolf Fund for 
Special Educational Needs Fund
Anniversary of Jill and Dan Eisenstein 

Bobby and Brenda Rosenblum 
Memory of Bernice Karr 

Robert and Martha Nemer

Yahrzeit Fund 
Memory of Elsie Cohen Kraft 

Lee and Glenda Kraft 
Memory of Gertrude Loskove 

Arlene Averbuch 
Memory of Howard Tepper 

Robert and Sheri Warnke 
Memory of Marshall Morris 

William Curtis Leonard, Jr. & Ruth Thomas
Memory of Beatrice Cohen

Margaret Sherman

Thanks to Nefesh Mountain’s manager and The Temple’s own Neal Spielberg, we will be able to sit together as a 
Temple group.  AFTER you’ve purchased your general admission ticket, please email Cantor Fishbein at 

cantorfishbein@templenashville.org to be added to our group section. 
Tickets are $20 each and may be purchased at http://bit.ly/TempleNefeshMtn 

City Winery requires proof of Covid-19 vaccination AND the wearing of masks when not eating or drinking 
to gain admission to any performance they are hosting.
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